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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
1 Essence' executive will highlight MLK celebration 
The editorial director of Essence magazine 
will lead Grand Valley's silent march to honor 
Martin Luther King, Jr., then give a keynote 
address in the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
Susan L. Taylor oversees all divisions of the 
multimedia organization. More than 1 million 
people subscribe to Essence monthly; the com-
pany lists a readership of 7 .6 million. Taylor, 
who served as editor-in-chief from 1981-2000, 
continues to write the "In the Spirit" column. 
She is currently launching a new magazine for 
the company. 
Grand Valley's silent march will begin at 
1:45 p.m. on Monday, January 19, at Zumberge 
Library at the Allendale Campus and end at the 
Cook-DeWitt Center. Prior to Taylor 's speech, 
GVSU's Gospel Choir will perform at 2 p.m. 
Taylor will also highlight the Grand Rapids 
community celebration later that day at Ford 
Fieldhouse on the Grand Rapids Community 
College campus. The 18th. annual celebration 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. Sponsors include 
GRCC , GVSU and the IMDA Ministerial 
Alliance. 
Across Campus 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Taylor is a graduate of Fordham 
University and has received honorary 
degrees from five universities and col-
leges. A fourth-generation entrepreneur, 
she developed a line of customized cos-
metics and skin products in 1970, the 
same year that Essence debuted. 
Shortly after its introduction, Nequai 
Cosmetics caught the eye of Essence 
editors and Taylor was recruited for the 
magazine's beauty pages. In 1971, she 
was named beauty editor. 
She is the author of three books, In the 
Spirit: The Inspirational Writings of 
Susan L. Taylor, Lessons in Living and 
Confirmation: The Spiritual Wisdom that 
has Shaped Our Lives. The latter book 
she co-authored with her husband, 
Khephra Burns . 
Taylor is active in numerous organiza-
tions, including the Commission on 
Research in Black Education and the 
Susan L. Taylor, Essence magazine editorial director, 
will lead Grand Valley's silent march to honor Martin 
Luther King, Jr., on January 19. Taylor will address a 
Cook-DeWitt Center audience at 2 p.m. 
Black Administrators in Child Welfare. She is 
also the co-chair of a capital campaign with 
Danny Glover for Shared Interest, a 
U.S .-based organization that works with low-
income South African families. 
···--------------------------
Defensive 
coordinator replaces 
Kelly as head coach 
Chuck Martin, Grand Valley's defensive coor-
dinator for the last four years, was named head 
football coach. He replaces Brian Kelly, who 
took over the helm at Central Michigan 
University. 
Athletic Director Tim Selgo called Martin a 
talented recruiter and said he played an inte-
gral role in building the Laker defense. 
Photo by Adam Bird 
Chuck Martin addresses media members dur-
ing a news conference on December 31. 
Martin, former defensive coordinator, 
replaces Brian Kelly, who took over head 
coaching duties at Central Michigan 
University. 
Martin's defensive players have earned 10 
All-GLIAC honors in four years. Safety Scott 
Mackey was named the GLIAC Defensive 
Back of the Year and a First-Team All-
American in 2002 and 2003. 
"The Grand Valley State football program has 
a great tradition of excellence both on the field 
and in the classroom , and I am excited about 
the opportunity to continue the development 
of our extraordinary student-athletes," Martin 
said. "Our program is on solid ground with a 
talented group of dedicated student-athletes 
returning." 
A native of Park Forest , Illinois , Martin began 
his coaching career at Mankato State in I 992. 
He also coached at Wittenberg University, 
Millikin University (his alma mater) and at 
Eastern Michigan. 
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Across Campus 
The Lubbers Stadium field wins the Michigan Sports Turf Manager's 
Award for Athletic Field of the Year for 2003. 
Lubbers Stadium football field 
wins third award this year 
"Get off the grass!" is what your instincts might tell you if you're walking 
or playing on award-winning turf. It's just the opposite at Lubbbers 
Stadium. 
The football field at Lubbers Stadium has won the Michigan Sports Turf 
Manager's Award for Athletic Field of the Year for 2003. Ken Stanton, 
grounds supervisor for Grand Valley, said he 's proud that he and his 
grounds crew are being recognized for their work. He said this season 
really put his crew to the test. 
Stanton said up to 50 students from the football and baseball teams helped 
drag a tarp on and off the field for late season games. 
"We would paint and prep the field and then put the tarp back on until 
game day. That's not easy to do with Michigan snow and wind," he said. 
This is the third award in as many months for the football field . In 
September the Professional Grounds Management Society recognized the 
stadium with the "Honor" award in the Park, Recreation Area or Athletic 
Field Category. Grand Valley 's grounds crew also received the Excellence 
in Maintenance Award sponsored by the National Institute on Parks and 
Grounds Management. 
Stanton will receive this latest award January 21 at the annual conference 
of the Michigan Turfgrass Foundation in Lansing. 
Wellness taskforce makes 
healthy recommendations 
Expanding stress-free quiet zones, creating bike paths and hiring a full-
time dietician were some recommendations made by a taskforce that 
assessed Grand Valley's wellness services and programs. 
The taskforce presented its findings to Dean of Students Bart Merkle in 
late December. Comprised of 20 students and staff members from various 
departments, the taskforce evaluated current programs and conducted a 
student needs assessment. 
A full copy of the report is available by calling Diana Pace, associate dean 
of students, at xl3585. 
Pace said while the university offers very successful health and wellness 
programs, the taskforce recommended establishing a wellness commission 
and outlined improvements , including the following: 
• Expanding health services to include X-ray and pharmacy; 
• Creating/improving outdoor exercise paths; 
• Establishing quiet zones and comfortable seating for students. 
Pace said the taskforce will continue to meet. 
·Grand Rapids Magazine• readers say 
Grand Valley is best in the west 
Who's the best in 2004? Grand Valley and former Laker Football Coach 
Brian Kelly are, according to Grand Rapids Magazine readers who got to 
decide who was best in 100 different categories. 
Voters were asked to write down their favorites from restaurants to doc-
tors to clothing stores, car washes and banks. Ballots for the "Best Of 
Grand Rapids Readers Poll" were found inside issues of Grand Rapids 
Magazine from July through October and had to be mailed in by readers. 
Circulation and Marketing Manager Scott Miller said the response was 
excellent. 
"As a rule of thumb, most city and regional magazines are happy if they 
get half of the response we received. We are very pleased with the hun-
dreds of valid ballots our readers submitted. It's pretty impressive for our 
first time trying something like this," he said. 
continued on page 3 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
John Harper Philbin, associate professor of com-
munications, was interviewed by WGVU-TV about 
"Flickering Blue," the latest Summer Film Project 
which he directed . 
William R. Crawley, assistant professor of criminal 
justice, was interviewed by WOOD-TV 8 about the 
Western District of Michigan's Project Safe 
Neighborhoods Program. 
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a "Sketch" 
to the Forum,forum@gvsu .edu . 
Sketches 
Christen M. Pearson, assistant professor of 
English, was appointed to a three-year term as 
president-elect of the Michigan Teachers of English 
to Speakers of Other Languages . 
Mary C. Schutten, associate professor of move-
ment science, presented a paper, titled "Age and 
Gender as Factors in the Reliability of Simple 
Reaction Time," at the 10th annual conference for 
the American Alliance of Health , Physical 
Education, Recreation and Dance held in 
Champaign, Illinois. 
Valerie V. Peterson, visiting assistant professor of 
communications, presented two papers, including 
"Myth, Power, and Love: A Semiology of Puccini 's 
Turandot," at the National Communication 
Association Annual Convention . 
Carrie Corbin, program manager at WGVU , was 
elected to a one-year term as an officer of the 
national Public Television Programmers' 
Association . 
continued on page 4 
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
Grand Valley was voted "The Best" in the cate-
gory of West Michigan College/University. 
Former Grand Valley Football Coach Brian 
Kelly was voted as a favorite in the Best Coach 
category. 
Miller said voters had to actually write down 
their votes and didn't pick from a list. He said 
the magazine implemented specific rules to 
keep the voting fair. 
Nursing faculty will study 
participants in 'Wellness 
for Lifetime' program 
Grand Valley's nursing faculty will "intervene" 
in the lives of area residents and help them 
achieve a healthy lifestyle. 
Grand Valley was among eight universities to 
receive a grant from the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation to conduct a "Wellness for a 
Lifetime" study. The Kirkhof School of Nursing 
faculty and students will facilitate the 16-week 
project at their Heartside health center on 
Sheldon Boulevard SE in Grand Rapids. 
"The study is an intervention to teach practical 
exercise and nutrition ," said Pat Schafer, KSON 
associate dean. 
About 25 participants interested in changing 
their sedentary lifestyles can participate. 
Schafer, said participants must be over 18 and 
not acutely ill. 
She hopes most participants will come from the 
health center's client base. The GVSU Family 
Health Center and other social service agencies 
are in the former Ferguson Hospital site, which 
What's Ahead 
Grand Rapids Symphony 
kicks off 2004 music events 
The Music Department's popular Arts 
at Noon Series begins the new year 
with a performance not to be missed. 
On Tuesday, January 13, under the 
direction of David Lockington , the 
Grand Rapids Symphony will present 
a concert featuring works by 
Respighi , Wagner, and Prokofiev. The 
free concert begins at noon in the 
Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
Upcoming Arts at Noon events 
include pianists Claire Aebersold and 
also houses apartments for residents who need 
supportive housing. 
Participants will also be asked to name a "health 
buddy" who will occasionally attend classes and 
help support the progress of the participant. 
Each of the eight universities received about 
$10,000 from the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation to conduct the study. The eight uni-
versities are among members of the Midwest 
Nursing Centers Consortium Research 
Network, a group of academic nurse-managed 
health centers. Other state participants are 
Michigan State University and the University of 
Michigan. 
Anyone interested in participating in a study 
group can call the GVSU Family Health Center 
at 616-988-8774. 
Criminal justice students 
present their field work 
A group of Grand Valley criminal justice stu-
dents shared the results of their work in the 
community. The end-of-semester meeting was a 
way to recognize students who are doing excep-
tional work, said William Crawley, assistant 
professor of criminal justice 
"It's a way of sharing their scholarship," he 
said . 'These are students who have been select-
ed by the faculty as leaders in their field." 
Among the students discussing their research 
projects were criminal justice major Jennifer 
Treat, who evaluated Kent County's use of pro-
grams providing alternatives to incarceration, 
and graduate student Jeff Swanson, who 
worked with the Kent County Sheriff's 
Department to develop a proposal on police 
officer mentoring. 
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Johnson Center appoints 
new researcher 
Mary B. Mc Donald has been appointed to the 
position of senior researcher at Grand Valley 's 
Johnson Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit 
Leadership. According to Donna Vanlwaarden, 
director of the Johnson Center, the new 
appointment reflects an increasing demand for 
the Johnson Center to generate and apply 
research with philanthropic and nonprofit 
organizations . 
"It is essential that research geared towards our 
communities ' nonprofit sector be academically 
rigorous and responsive to nonprofit needs," 
Vanlwaarden said. "Mary's background makes 
her an excellent person to accomplish those 
goals." 
Mc Donald will direct the Michigan Nonprofit 
Research Program (MNRP) , a partnership of 
the Aspen Institute Nonprofit Sector Research 
Fund, Johnson Center for Philanthropy, and 
Michigan Nonprofit Association. Currently 
funded by a grant from the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation, the MNRP was created to improve 
understanding of the Michigan nonprofit sector 
through high-quality research and convenings. 
In its seven years of operation, the program has 
awarded $700,000 in support of 32 research 
projects to improve the effectiveness of 
Michigan nonprofits and inform public policy 
related to the state's nonprofit sector. 
Mc Donald has worked in nonprofit organiza-
tions in a number of capacities, most recently 
serving as director of the Muskegon Family 
Coordinating Council. She was previously 
director of Every Woman's Place and develop-
ment manager at Hackley Hospital, both of 
Muskegon. 
···------------------------
chordist Penelope Crawford on March 25; and jazz group Charged 
Particles on April 6. 
Other music events featured this week include a performance by the 
Michigan Chamber Brass, joined by Avatar Brass, on Wednesday, January 
14, and "New Jazz Conceptions," a concert highlighting faculty from 
GVSU's jazz program , on Friday, January 16. Both concerts will begin at 
8 p.m. in the Louis Armstrong Theatre and are free of charge. 
Adult piano lessons begin January 19 
Piano lessons aren't just for kids! Adults who would like to learn how to 
play the piano will have that opportunity this winter in Adult Group Piano 
Lessons for Beginners, a new class offered at Grand Valley. The class is 
designed specifically for adults who want to experience the pleasure of 
making music in a casual, group setting . Participants will learn to read 
music and chord charts, and to play solos, duets and ensemble pieces in a 
variety of music styles. Ralph Neiweem on January 27; classi- .___,_ 
cal guitarist Carlos De la Barrera on Kurt Ellenberger and the Avatar 
February 4; The Baird Trio on Brass will join the Michigan The 12-week class is held on Monday evenings, 7-8 p.m., from January 
19 to April 5 at the Performing Arts Center, room 1406. Cost is $220, 
with a discount for faculty and staff. To register, call the Division of 
Continuing Education at xl 7180 . 
Chamber Brass on Wednesday 
February 26; The Amsterdam Guitar and other jazz faculty members 
Trio on March 11; The Perugino on Friday. Both concerts will 
String Quartet on March 17; harpsi- begin at 8 p.m. 
••• 
4 Forum I January 12, 2004 
ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
The lightbox installation, "35 Words," by pho-
tography alumnus David James Batzer is one of 
the pieces on exhibit at the Art Gallery. 
Through March 5 
Gallery hours: "Inspiring Thought. Perfecting 
Practice . School of Communications 
Celebrates 20 Years ." Art Gallery, PAC. Call 
xl2564 for more information. 
Mon., Jan. 12 
12 noon-12:50 p.m.: Department of English 
Colloquia Series, "Issues Affecting Second 
Language Learning in Internationally 
Adopted Children: Part 2," presented by Dr. 
Christen M. Pearson. 141 LHH. Call x13405 
for more information. 
5-6 p.m.: Wellness Center "How To" Clinic. 
Women's Fitness Training. Location varies. 
Call xl3659 for more information. 
Tues., Jan. 13 
12 noon-1 p.m.: Arts at Noon Series. The Grand 
Rapids Symphony. PAC, LAT. Call xl3484 
for more information. 
Wed., Jan. 14 
7:30-9 a.m.: Toastmasters International Club 
weekly meeting. 142 KC. Call xl2204 for 
more information. 
9 a.m.-1 p.m.: Wellness Center Adult CPR/First 
Aid Certification Class. 145 FH. Call xl3659 
for registration information. 
12 noon-I p.m.: Wellness Center Health 
Presentation, "Positive Eating." Cabins DEF, 
KC . Call x13659 for more information . 
3-6 p.m.: Wellness Center Free Anonymous HIV 
Screenings. Wellness Center, FH. Call 
xl3659 for more information. 
5-6 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development 
Center On-Going Seminar. Yoga (6 sessions). 
CDC. Call x13266 for more information. 
8-10 p.m.: Guest Artist Series. The Michigan 
Chamber Brass and Avatar Brass. PAC, LAT. 
Call xl3484 for more information. 
Thurs., Jan. 15 
7:30-9 a.m.: Toastmasters International Club 
weekly meeting. University Club Room, 
DEV. Call xl2204 for more information. 
3 p.m.: AWRI Seminar. "Can amphibian conser-
vation be balanced with human develop-
VENTS 
ment?" presented by Stephen Burton . Multi-
purpose Room, Lake Michigan Center. Call 
xl3749 for more information. 
Fri., Jan. 16 
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. New Jazz 
Conceptions: GVSU Octet. PAC, LAT. Call 
x13484 for more information. 
Sat., Jan. 17 
9 a.m.-1 p.m.: Wellness Center Adult CPR/First 
Aid Certification Class. 145 FH. Call x 13659 
for registration information. 
Mon., Jan. 19 
2 p.m.: Martin Luther King, Jr., Week Annual 
March. March begins at Zumberge Library. 
Activities follow at CDC with featured speak-
er Susan L. Taylor, editorial director of 
Essence magazine . Call xl2177 for more 
information. 
2 p.m.: Women's Commission meeting. 161 KC. 
Call xl2748 for information. 
4-5 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development 
Center Seminar, "Test Taking Skills ." 204 
STU. Call x 13266 for more information. 
Sports 
Fri., Jan. 16 
4 p.m.: Indoor Track & Field. GVSU Eubanks 
Open at Grand Valley. 
···-----------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 2 
Jill VanAntwerp, assistant professor of English, 
presented a paper, titled "Teaching Geography 
and History Through Literature," at the National 
Council of Teachers of English Annual 
Conference. 
William Hosterman, assistant professor of art 
and design, had a printmaking exhibit at the 
Maude Kerns Art Gallery in Eugene, Oregon, 
and a solo exhibit at Aquinas College. 
Randall Doyle, visiting assistant professor of 
history, presented a paper, titled "The Green 
Wave: The Historical Origins and Progression of 
the Tasmanian Green Party Since 1972," at the 
University of Otago in Dunedin, New Zealand, 
during the annual New Zealand Historical 
Association Conference. 
Steve Mattox, assistant professor of geology, 
presented a paper about using radon data to incor-
porate a research experience for earth science 
students at the annual meeting of the Geological 
Society of America in Seattle, Washington. 
Figen Mekik, assistant professor of geology, 
co-authored a paper, titled "Tropical Pacific 
Biogeochemical Role in Global Climate 
Constrained by the Southern Ocean," at the 
annual meeting of the Geological Society of 
America in Seattle, Washington. 
Bill Neal, professor of geology, co-authored a 
paper, titled "A Two-Phase Coastal Evaluation 
Plan for Hazard Risk Assessments: An Example 
from Cumberland Island, Georgia," at the annual 
meeting of the Geological Society of America in 
Seattle, Washington . 
Geology faculty members Peter Riemersma 
and Bill Neal presented a paper, titled "West 
Michigan 's Water Wonderland: A Natural 
Laboratory for Teaching Local Hydrology and 
Geology," at the annual meeting of the 
Geological Society of America in Seattle , 
Washington. 
Geology faculty members Patricia Videtich and 
Greg Wilson presented Campus Ravines as a 
focus for undergraduate student research projects 
at the annual meeting of the Geological Society 
of America in Seattle, Washington. 
Brian Hatzel, assistant professor of movement 
science, gave a presentation, titled "Sports 
Medicine Issues for the Physical Educator and 
Coach ," at the Michigan Association for Health , 
Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance in 
Traverse City. 
Neil W. MacDonald, associate professor of 
biology, co-wrote an article , titled "Native 
Warm-Season Grass Establishment on Spotted 
Knapweed-Infested Gravel Mine Spoils," which 
was published in the Journal of Soil and Water 
Conservation. Co-authors Mitchell Koetje and 
Brenda Perry were undergraduates in the GVSU 
Natural Resources Management Program. 
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